SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
the satisfaction of wants. An efficient economy would
be one that employed all of the available resources of a
community, both human and material, in such a way
as to realise some consciously deliberated end or goal,
having regard to the existing quantum of knowledge
and wisdom at any time. Capitalism performs this
function only in part. The resources of the world, and
of each part of the world in particular, are not and
never have been utilised to the full, and people do not
work in ways that lead to the fulfilment of the most
reasonable ends. Neither the available resources nor
the existing amount of knowledge are used to any-
thing like their possible extent. Such, in brief, is tbe
failure of the profit system to work as it should.
Now this failure would not be of overwhelming
importance if it were not for the existence of the Soviet
Union, which seems to have evolved a mechanism of
greater efficiency in the performance of the essential
economic tasks of society. This fact, in accordance
with the Darwinian law of natural selection, has
changed the complexion of history. It is having the
effect of rendering the capitalist forms of society
the weaker protagonists in the historical struggle for
the survival of the fittest. This struggle is evidenced
by the appearance of small but growing minorities of
people in every capitalist country who demand a
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